Health care financing in China.
Today's China, still a developing country with per capita health expenditure of 50 cents to one dollar (U.S.), has established a complex network of health facilities and well-distributed health personnel through the efforts of the existing political structure. The curative health services are decentralized and provide care through a variety of plans which combine capitation prepayment and modified fee-for service. Each plan is striving for the goal of making health care accessible to all at low cost, and hence, efforts of cost containment for self-sufficiency are widely practiced. The responsibility of the preventive health services (such as health education, screening, family planning, food distribution, etc.) are assumed by the central government and they are provided without charge to encourage maximal utilization. Other features of the Chinese system discussed include self-reliance, self-sufficiency, mass orientation, regionalization and innovative utilization of existing facilities, and personnel.